
The new face 
of Big Tobacco

Same corporates.
Same objectives.
Same addiction.
New product. 

Say NO to Big Marijuana in New Zealand

Sweden made coerced rehabilitation and school education 
centrepieces of their restrictive drug policy with the result that their 
drug use dropped from the highest levels in Europe to the lowest in 
the developed world. 

In 1969, Sweden concentrated heavily on law enforcement 
measures, but it also looked at demand reduction issues, 
particularly the provision of treatment services, establishing a demand reduction program operated by youth organisations. 
An advertising and promotion campaign was launched with literature distribution, newspaper and media advertising. The 
maximum penalty for serious narcotics offences was increased. 

Finally, in 1984 the government adopted its vision toward 
creating a ‘Drug Free Sweden’. Organisations, political parties 
and youth organisations encouraged all the community to 
play an active role, stating: “Everybody who comes in contact with 
the problem must be engaged. The authorities can never relieve 
[individuals] from personal responsibility and participation. Efforts 
by parents, family and friends are especially important. Also, schools 
and non-governmental organisations are important instruments in 
the struggle against drugs.” 

A study conducted in 2000 supported the view that the new, 
tougher policy had had a preventive effect on drug use. A 
report by the UNODC praised Sweden for having one of the 
lowest drug usage rates in the western world, and attributed 
this to a drug policy that invested heavily in prevention and 
treatment (including free community services), as well as 
in strict law enforcement. 

The Swedish drug policy has the support of Swedes. The 
priorities are: 
•• Coerced rehabilitation 
•• Education 
•• Maintenance of criminal sanctions 

This means that decriminalisation of drug use is seen as an 
impediment to seeking a drug-free society.  

SWEDEN
Sweden has proven success in solidly reducing drug use, 
where education and rehabilitation are central. 

For additional information, including source references: 

SayNopeToDope.org.nz/sweden
Correct as at time of printing. We welcome any documented corrections.


